




Wedding Fundraiser – The Newest 
Trend?
Newlyweds Adam Abensohn and Dana Coppolino 
of New York City, celebrated their nuptuals by 
making a $5000 memorial gift to ECF.  You see, 
Dana lost her brother, Stephen, many years ago, 
to cancer.  Since then, the Coppolino family, 
and now the Abensohn family as well, have 
been loyal supporters of other families dealing 
with these heart-wrenching circumstances.  We 
applaud the bride and groom for reaching out to 
others.  Their gift is being used to provide support 
to families in the Northern Region.  Thank you, 
and we all wish you many, many years of health 
and happiness!

It’s simple to send your well wishes to ECF kids.  
Visit: 
www.compassionatecommunications.com 

and be sure to click on the link that brings you 
the faces of the ECF kids who are waiting to hear 
from you!

Please help kids with cancer by using iGive 
for shopping on the Internet. Before you go 
directly to a website to make a purchase, visit:  
www.iGive.com and be sure to designate the 
Emmanuel Cancer Foundation as your charity. 
You can also use this as your search engine to 
benefit ECF families. It’s easy and free.

The Horizon Foundation for New Jersey 
has provided a grant of $10,000 to support ECF’s 
programs, for the 2nd year in a row.  We are 
extremely grateful for their support and we look 
forward to a continued partnership! 

Eighth Annual 
Charity 
Ball Honors 
Preferred Health 
Mate

ECF’s Eastern Regional 
Center’s Eighth Annual 
Charity Ball was held on 
Saturday, February 21, at 
Monmouth Beach’s renowned Channel Club. ECF 
honored Preferred Health Mate (PHM) whose CEO, 
Joel Markel, has been a long time ECF dad, friend, 
supporter, and now board member.  The employees of 
PHM have been involved in supporting ECF since the 
inception of the home health care business in 1993.
PHM is known for providing services with compassion 
and for taking that extra step to make sure to care for 
their patients in a way you would care for your own 
family member.

Also attending this year’s event were return guests 
Brendan and his parents, former recipients of ECF’s 
services and now volunteers; Karen and Tony Salerno, 
ECF parents; Case Manager Gilberto Velasquez; 
former ECF Board President Michael Walsh; and 
current Board members Bharat Gurnani, John 
Kwasnik and Tom James, who auctioned a dozen of 
his original paintings to benefit ECF.

In addition to the money raised by ticket sales, 
auctions, and the casino night, ECF was presented 
with over $3000 from the staff of PHM in honor of 
Joel Markel’s birthday, $2500 from the Blue Knights 
“Blue Thunder” Motorcycle Run held in May, and 
over $3000 from Joe Mercadante raised at the Long 
Branch Columbus Day Parade.

Preferred Health Mate 
CEO and ECF Board 
Member Joel Markel and 
his wife, Stephanie

Key Committee member Debbie Somerville (L) of 
PHM, with 
attendees 
Angela 
Billemeyer 
and Cynthia 
Spencer.
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Reflections from the Managing Director:
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Dear Friends,

Last Christmas Eve, while many of us were celebrating, I received the following email from a Caseworker. 
Mrs. H is the mother of a child with cancer.

“Carol, the H family is in bad financial condition. Mrs. H was held up by a man with a gun and he took all her 
money. She is on unpaid leave from her job as she is so upset. It happened in North Philly. They are about to 
shut off her electric.”

There is no denying the challenges many families are facing today. For many of ECF’s parents, the ordeal of 
helping their child battle cancer has become even more of a hardship because of a lost job and mounting health 
care costs.  But to add this to the mix is unthinkable!

This is why we need your support now for our Emergency Family Assistance Fund.

ECF is determined to provide whatever means we can to help our kids and their families. However, like many 
other organizations we have had to tighten our belts while making certain that we do not compromise our 
services to the families.

It is almost impossible to imagine the financial strain put on a family who has a child with cancer. In good 
times it is difficult – in tough times it is almost impossible. I have now seen both scenarios firsthand and at no 
other point in ECF’s 26 years of service has there been a bigger need for emergency family assistance.   

The latest statistics from the State of New Jersey predicted that cancer would strike almost 11,000 children 
nationwide in 2008.  In New Jersey alone, between 1979 and 2005, there were 10,262 cases among children up 
to 19 years old. And, as you probably know, New Jersey rates are even higher than nationwide rates.

We certainly saw our share of those kids, and we continue to see more each week. But these children and their 
families are never just ‘cases’ to the ECF team.  They need emergency relief from these difficult times, and I 
am going to do all I can to make sure that they get it.  Your help is critical in making this happen.

Please read this edition of Outlook to get closer to who we are, what we do, and to the families we support.  You 
will learn about Laura, one of ECF’s extraordinary Caseworkers whose efforts to help families are outstanding.  
There is also a story about Jonnine, a former ECF kid who is now a young adult volunteering at the Northern 
Regional Center. And read about some of the incredible events that the Regional Directors have put together 
for our supporters.  I am especially excited about the Mother’s Day Tea fundraisers, happening on a statewide 
level, and helping us raise awareness and funds.

Especially in these challenging economic times, ECF kids and their families need you.

Thank you for being a friend,

Carol Davis, MA, LPC
Managing Director




